
convenience of their own 
home.  Because of the suc-
cess of these calls, and the 
positive feedback received 
from participants, future 
calls on current issues and 
topics are planned for the 
future.  

    Last month, he visited 
Cornerstone Care in Greens-
boro, Indiana Regional Medi-
cal Center in Indiana, and 
the Community Health Clinic 
in New Kensington to dis-
cuss health care availability, 
services 
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    As Congress works to im-
plement the largest health 
care reform in decades, Con-
gressman Murtha has been 
actively discussing the issue 
with constituents and visit-
ing health care facilities to 
speak directly with providers  
and patients. 

    “There is no question in 
my mind, and in the minds 
of most Americans, that 
health care reform is both 
necessary and long over-
due,” Murtha said.   

    “Congress must act to 
lower health care costs, to 

extend coverage, and to 
ensure that Americans are 
able to choose the doctor 
and health care plan that 
works best for them and 
their families.”  

    Since July, he has hosted 
three telephone town-hall 
forums where nearly 25,000 
constituents participated in 
the calls.  With a Congres-
sional district that spans 
nine Counties and includes 
nearly 650,000 people, 
hosting these forums 
reaches as many constitu-
ents as possible, and allows 
them to participate from the 
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    It was a busy summer for 
Congressman Murtha, as he 
joined with local, state, and 
federal officials to dedicate 
the completion of and to 
announce funding for nu-
merous sewage and water 
projects throughout the 12th 
Congressional District.   

    “We have had tremen-
dous success at helping our 
rural communities afford 
water and sewer upgrades 
by leveraging the financial 
resources of both the US 
Department of Agriculture 
and the US Army Corps of 
Engineers Section 313 pro-
gram,” said Murtha.  “These 
upgrades have cleaned-up 
our waterways and environ-
ment, are essential to main-

taining public health, and 
are key to attracting future 
residents and economic 
growth.” 

    ● On June 29, 2009, he 
joined local officials to 
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For additional information, 
and satellite office locations, 
please visit: 

www.murtha.house.gov  
 

www.youtube.com/user/
johnmurtha  
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dedicate the much antici-
pated Quemahoning Wa-
ter Supply Project in Som-
erset County.  The $23.5 
million project, the largest 
infrastructure project in 
the history of Somerset 
County, will provide over 
one million gallons of wa-
ter to thousands of resi-
dents and businesses 
daily.  In 2008, Murtha 
announced nearly $2 mil-
lion in federal funding for 
the project.    

    ● On July 8, 2009, he 
announced that the US 
Department of Agriculture 
approved an additional 
$1.5 million grant and a 
$1.8 million loan for the 
Sewickley Township, 
Westmoreland County 
sewer system extension 
project.  With this funding 
in place, bids have gone 
out and construction is 
ready to begin on the 
$20.5 million project that 
will serve over 1,300 
users. 

    ● On August 10, 2009, 
Murtha joined with local 
officials to break ground 
on the Point Marion 
Borough Water Line 
Replacement project.  He 
was able to secure 
$500,000 through the 
Army Corps Section 313 
program for the project, 
which will provide clean 
and reliable water to over 
530 households in Fayette 
County. 

    ● On August 17, 2009, 
he joined local officials in 
Greene County to dedicate 
Phase I of the Lower Ten 
Mile Sewer Authority 
project, which extended 
the existing sewer 
collection system to the 
Sandy Plains area of the 

County.  He was able to 
secure $450,000 in 
funding  for the project 
through the Army Corps 
Section 313 program.  In 
addition to the dedication, 
Murtha announced that 
$1.55 million in federal  
‘stimulus’ funds will be 
provided for Phase II of 
the project, which will 
include the installation of 
addition sewer lines and 
expansion of the waste 
water treatment plants.  

    ● On August 17, 2009, 
he joined local officials in 
Brownsville, Fayette 
County to announce that 
$500,000 in funding 
through the Army Corps 
Section 313 program has 
been secured for the 
Swan Plan sewer 
improvement project.  The 
sewer system will provide 
a safe and dependable 
sewage disposal system 
while eliminating the 
health hazard created by 
malfunctioing on-lot 
systems and discharges of 
raw sewage into the 
ground water and 
waterways.  

    ● On August 25, 2009, 
he joined local officials to 
announce federal funding 
for Phase II of the New 
Alexandria Sewage Project 
in Westmoreland County.  
He was able to secure $1 
million in funding through 
the Army Corps Section 
313 program for the 
project, which will serve 
approximately 360 
residential and 
commercial units in the 
Borough of New 
Alexandria and Derry 
Township with sewage.   

    Murtha created the 
Army Corps Section 313 

S E W A G E  &  W A T E R  P R O J E C T S ,  C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  1   

Recent Legislation Passed by CongressRecent Legislation Passed by CongressRecent Legislation Passed by CongressRecent Legislation Passed by Congress::::    
Cash for Clunkers Extension Cash for Clunkers Extension Cash for Clunkers Extension Cash for Clunkers Extension     

This legislation, signed into law by President Obama on 
August 06, 2009, provided an additional $2 billion in 
‘stimulus’ funding to continue the successful Cash for 
Clunkers program.  The program ended August 25, 
2009 with nearly 700,000 clunkers taken off the roads, 
replaced by more fuel efficient vehicles.   

Statutory PayStatutory PayStatutory PayStatutory Pay----AsAsAsAs----YouYouYouYou----Go ActGo ActGo ActGo Act    

Requires Congress to offset the costs of tax cuts or in-
creases in entitlement spending with savings elsewhere 
in the budget, thereby restoring fiscal discipline to the 
federal government.  This Act passed the House on July 
22, 2009.  

Family Smoking Prevention and Tobacco Control ActFamily Smoking Prevention and Tobacco Control ActFamily Smoking Prevention and Tobacco Control ActFamily Smoking Prevention and Tobacco Control Act    

Signed into law by President Obama on June 22, 2009, 
this legislation granted the Food and Drug Administra-
tion authority to regulate the advertising, marketing, 
and manufacturing of tobacco products.  Tobacco is 
currently the number-one cause of preventable death in 
America, responsible for about 1 in 5 deaths annually.  
The CDC estimates that cigarette smoking alone costs 
more than $193 billion annually, based on lost produc-
tivity and health care expenditures.  

Program to authorize 
federal assistance to local 
communities for the design 
and construction of water-
related infrastructure, 
resource, and protection 

projects.  He has helped 
secure over $500 million 
in funding for sewage and 
water projects throughout 
western Pennsylvania over 
the last four decades. 

Col Michael Crall, US Army Corps of Engineers; Barb McMillen, Col Michael Crall, US Army Corps of Engineers; Barb McMillen, Col Michael Crall, US Army Corps of Engineers; Barb McMillen, Col Michael Crall, US Army Corps of Engineers; Barb McMillen, 
USDA Rural Development; USDA Rural Development; USDA Rural Development; USDA Rural Development; Luke Latimer, Derry Township Luke Latimer, Derry Township Luke Latimer, Derry Township Luke Latimer, Derry Township 
Municipal Authority; and Congressman Murtha participate in a Municipal Authority; and Congressman Murtha participate in a Municipal Authority; and Congressman Murtha participate in a Municipal Authority; and Congressman Murtha participate in a 
check presentation for Phase II of the New Alexandria Sewage check presentation for Phase II of the New Alexandria Sewage check presentation for Phase II of the New Alexandria Sewage check presentation for Phase II of the New Alexandria Sewage 
Project in Westmoreland County on August 25, 2009.Project in Westmoreland County on August 25, 2009.Project in Westmoreland County on August 25, 2009.Project in Westmoreland County on August 25, 2009.    
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In February, Congress passed the American Recovery 
and Reinvestment Act  to jumpstart our struggling econ-
omy, to put Americans back to work, and to invest in our 
nation’s aging infrastructure.  Already, a number of area 
projects have been recently funded through stimulus 
dollars: 

● The Johnstown Redevelopment Authority received 
$900,000 for local brownfield cleanup activities.   

● The Lower Ten Mile Sewer Authority, located in Greene 
County, received $1.55 million for Phase II of its sewer 
line extension project.  

● The Kittanning Boro Municipal Authority in Armstrong 
County received $5.5 million for Phases 2 and 5 of its 
sewer separation project.  

● The Community Health Clinic in New Kensington re-
ceived $1.65 million to address pressing health needs. 
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cells back into the body.  
This technique has al-
ready proven successful in 
a mouse model. 

    “We are making pro-
gress, but obvious chal-
lenges remain,” said 
Murtha.  “I urge you to talk 
to your doctor, create a 
diet and exercise plan, 
and take advantage of the 
programs offered through-
out our area.  By working 
together, we can reverse 
the spread of diabetes.”  

    At Children’s Hospital of 
Pittsburgh, researchers 
have begun human clini-
cal trials for a cure to type 
1 diabetes.  Researchers 
have discovered that type 
1 diabetes may be trig-
gered by a common virus 
in children who are geneti-
cally predisposed to the 
disease.  They are looking 
at extracting the islet cells 
of an individual, engineer-
ing them to produce insu-
lin, and transplanting 
those insulin producing 

offered, and the impact 
reform  provisions would 
have on their day-to-day 
operations and patients.  

    “During the August Dis-
trict Work Period, I spoke 
with many constituents on 
the health care issue,” 
added Murtha.   

    “Many expressed sup-
port for the proposed leg-
islation and many had 
concerns.  I have not yet 
seen a proposal that I fully 
support, and we must look 
carefully at all of the op-
tions and produce a 
uniquely-American plan 
that works best for the 
American people.”  

    Earlier this year, he sent 
a letter to U.S. Depart-
ment of Health and Hu-
man Services Secretary 
Kathleen Sebelius urging 
the Administration to con-
sider the Department of 
Defense’s TRICARE pro-
gram and how it may pro-
vide a direction for health 
care for the country. 

    And on June 25, 2009, 
Murtha and eighteen of 
his colleagues sent a let-
ter to House Speaker 

Nancy Pelosi stating that 
any health care reform 
legislation that includes 
coverage for abortions is 
“unacceptable.”   

    The letter goes on to 
read that, “We believe in a 
culture that supports and 
respects the right to life 
and is dedicated to the 
protection and preserva-
tion of families. Therefore, 
we cannot support any 
health care reform pro-
posal unless it explicitly 
excludes abortion from 
the scope of any govern-
ment-defined or subsi-
dized health insurance 
plan.” 

    Murtha was also 
pleased that President 
Obama mentioned tort-
reform during his recent 
address to Congress.  He 
has supported tort-reform 
for many years, even while 
it has been unpopular with 
many in Congress.  

    For additional informa-
tion on the health care 
reform bill, H.R. 3200-
America’s Affordable 
Health Choices Act of 
2009, please visit        
thomas.loc.gov. 
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    In 2003, Congressman 
Murtha learned that 
144,000 Air Force person-
nel and their families have 
diabetes.  This alarming 
figure, coupled with the 
fact that over 23 million 
Americans are living with 
the disease, has made 
him a staunch advocate 
for diabetes research and 
care.   

    Diabetes is the fifth 
leading cause of death by 
disease, and it costs the 
United States over $174 
billion in medical expendi-
tures and lost productivity 
each year.  

    According to the Ameri-
can Diabetes Association, 
there are approximately 
40,500 diabetics in the 
12th Congressional Dis-
trict alone, and the medi-
cal and indirect costs are 
a staggering $366 million. 

    Determined to reverse 
the diabetes epidemic in 
the military as well as 
throughout western Penn-
sylvania, Murtha has di-
rected over $135 million 

for diabetes research, 
prevention, education, 
and outreach over the 
past six years.   

    At the UPMC Diabetes 
Institute, doctors are look-
ing at the lifestyle factors 
and choices of type 2 dia-
betics.  Researchers and 
doctors have attributed a 
poor diet and lack of exer-
cise, which contribute to a 
growing rate of obesity, as 
key factors in the rise of 
type 2 diabetes nationally.  
The Diabetes Institute is 
developing educational 
programs for both patients 
and doctors, as well as 
providing diabetes special-
ists and dietitians to work 
one-on-one with rural com-
munities and medical fa-
cilities to deliver care to 
diabetics and their fami-
lies.  This program (PRIDE) 
currently reaches patients 
at Centerville Clinics, 
Conemaugh Health Sys-
tem, Highlands Hospital, 
Indiana Regional Medical 
Center, Mon Valley Hospi-
tal, Uniontown Hospital, 
and Washington Hospital.  
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    This past summer, the 
U.S. Department of Inte-
rior designated four local 
trails as National Recrea-
tion Trails within the U.S. 
National Trails System. 

    National Recreation 
Trails were first desig-
nated in 1971 to recog-
nize trail systems that con-
nect people to local re-
sources and improve their 
quality of life.   

    The four trails include 
the Roaring Run Trail in 
Armstrong County, the 
Path of the Flood Trail and 
the 6 to 10 Trail in Cam-
bria County, and the West 
Penn Trail in Indiana and 
Westmoreland Counties.  

    “Through government, 
non-profit, and private 
sector partnerships, we 
have built new trails and 
converted former railroad 

lines into trail 
networks,” 
said Congress-
man Murtha.  
“This national 
recognition of 
our efforts is 
very gratifying 
and puts these 
trails on the 
national map.” 

    He dedi-
cated the Path 
of the Flood 
Trail as a Na-

L O C A L  T R A I L S  G E T  N A T I O N A L  R E C O G N I T I O N  

    Earlier this summer, 
Congress passed a Sup-
plemental Appropriations 
bill that provided $534 
million to compensate 
service members who 
were held under stop-loss 
orders since September 
11, 2001.  

    Stop-loss is the involun-
tary extension of a service 
member’s active duty ser-
vice beyond their end-of-
term-of-service date (ETS).  
Since September 11 
2001, approximately 
185,000 service members 
have been affected by 
stop-loss. 

    “I have said repeatedly 
that stop-loss is nothing 
more than a back-door 
draft, disrupting the lives 
of our troops and their 
families,” said Congress-
man Murtha, Chairman of 
the Subcommittee that 
provided the funding.  

    Previously, the Subcom-
mittee provided $72 mil-
lion to compensate over 
12,000 service members 
currently being held under 
stop-loss orders with $500 
per month for every month 
their service was ex-
tended.  The FY09 Supple-
mental Appropriations bill 
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tional Recreation Trail on 
June 30, 2009.   

    “We started the Path of 
the Flood Trail to mark the 
historic route of the devas-
tating 1889 Johnstown 
Flood, to provide a linkage 
between other local trails, 
and to enhance the quality 
of life in the communities 
through which it passes,” 
said Murtha.   

    The 6.5-mile Path of the 
Flood Trail follows the 
path of the 1889 Johns-
town Flood.  For part of its 
length, it joins the Staple 
Bend Tunnel Trail which 
follows the remnants of 
the Allegheny Portage Rail-
road to the first railroad 
tunnel built in the U.S., the 
Staple Bend Tunnel. 

    He secured $3.5 million 
for the restoration of the 
Staple Bend Tunnel and to 
construct nearly six miles 
of the trail.  

includes $534 million to 
provide the remaining ser-
vice members held under 
stop-loss orders since Sep-
tember 11, 2001 with the 
same compensation.  

    “I believe that if the De-
fense Department is going 
to insist on holding service 
members under stop-loss 
orders, then they should 
be compensated for their 
additional service,” added 
Murtha.  “Last year, Con-
gress provided funds to 
compensate over 12,000 
service members currently 
being held under stop-loss 
orders, and we told the 

Defense Department to 
provide us with an accu-
rate figure of all those in-
voluntarily held since Sep-
tember 11, 2001.  The 
figures showed that there 
were 170,000 service 
members previously held 
under stop-loss, and I 
promised to provide the 
funds to compensate 
them as well.  This funding 
fulfills that promise, it hon-
ors the commitment and 
sacrifice of our troops, and 
it provides them with com-
pensation they have right-
fully earned and deserve.” 

Social Security COLASocial Security COLASocial Security COLASocial Security COLA    

Congressman Murtha is 
working to ensure that our 
seniors receive a cost-of-
living-adjustment (COLA) for 
next year. 
Social Security’s annual 
COLA is based on the con-
sumer price index.  Be-
cause inflation was nega-
tive this year, due to the 
recession, there will be no 
COLA increase next year.   

He is hopeful that Congress 
will increase the amount of 
money our seniors receive.  
He is a cosponsor of legisla-
tion which would base the 
COLA  on the Consumer 
Price Index for the Elderly 
(CPI-E), which reflects the  
purchasing habits of sen-
iors rather than those still 
in the workforce.  The Fed-
eral Reserve estimates that 
if the COLA had been tied 
to the CPI-E, seniors would 
receive on average $400 
more a year.  

Congressman Murtha participates in the Congressman Murtha participates in the Congressman Murtha participates in the Congressman Murtha participates in the 
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